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Trained to run, Retrained for fun...

Greatwood protégé Abdul wins  
Pride of Sport Award

A Sudanese orphan 
whose love for 
racehorses was nurtured 
by Greatwood has been 
awarded the Daily 
Mirror’s Pride of Sport 
Young Achiever Award. 

Abdul Kareem Musa 
Adam is now building a 
career in racing after 
being helped by Greatwood, a RoR 
supported centre and the only organisation 
that uses former racehorses to educate 
disadvantaged children. 

Abdul became an orphan in 2004, after his 
Sudanese parents were killed. Then just seven 
years old, Abdul and his brother fled and so 
began an extraordinary journey that eventually 
brought him to Britain in 2015, following which 
Abdul was referred by Wiltshire social services 
to Greatwood.

RoR Launch Racing to Hunting Challenge

In January, RoR 
launched the Racing to 
Hunting Challenge to 
recognise former 
racehorses in the 
hunting field. The 
winning rider will 
receive a £2500 prize, 
with a further £1000 
awarded to the 
winner’s Hunt.

There was a fantastic response with in excess 
of 30 nominations submitted within weeks. 
The second stage of the Challenge will 
involve a judging panel reviewing the 
credentials of 30 horses in the autumn. The 
outright winner will receive their prize at the 
prestigious annual RoR Awards held at The 
Jockey Club Rooms. 

IN THE NEWS

CHANGING REIN
Issue Two Spring 2017

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 

SPRING INTO 
ACTION!
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“SPRING IS ALWAYS AN EXCITING TIME OF YEAR WITH MANY NEW 
EVENTS COMPETING WITH ESTABLISHED ONES FOR SPACE ON 
OUR INCREASINGLY CROWDED OFFICE NOTICE BOARD.”

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Second 
Edition of Changing Rein

I have in my diary my ‘not-to-be-missed’ 
shows and activities; these started in 
March at the Cheltenham Festival, 
followed by the Grand National Festival 
at Aintree in April and our first parades 
of the year, now generously sponsored 
by The Peter O’Sullevan Trust. The 
parades highlight not only previous 
success on the racecourse but also how 
marvellous these horses are looking in 
their second careers. Some of them 
look so different; their trainers hardly 
recognize them!

One of my 
favourite day’s 
racing is the 
end of the 
jumps season 
party at 
Sandown and 
with many of 
the older 
National Hunt 
horses being 
retired to the 
hunting field, 
we launched a 
new RoR hunt challenge this Spring. A 
top class panel of judges, headed by our 
own trustee Mike Tucker, will endeavour 
to identify a winner who will not only 
jump clean and fast, but is well behaved 
enough to stand patiently for the rider to 
open a gate or enjoy a glass of port. The 
winner will receive their prize at the RoR 
Awards evening and their hunt will also 
be the beneficiary of a £1000 cheque.

May is my favourite month of the year and 
we start with the RoR prize at the 
Mitsubishi Badminton Horse Trials. I was 
so proud last year that the prize went to 
Gemma Tattersall and her horse, Arctic 
Soul, who after a brilliant performance in 
all three phases finished third. On that 
evidence it will not be long before a 
former racehorse wins Badminton.

Royal Windsor Horse Show goes down 
as one of the best shows of the year and 
as well as our two Tattersalls show 
classes in 
2017, we have 
a new RoR 
polo pony 
class run in 
conjunction 
with Guards 
Polo Club.

Visiting some 
of the regional 
activities 
always 
focuses my 
mind on the 
hard work of 
the volunteers and the heartwarming 
stories of riders and their thoroughbreds. 
We know these horses are highly 
intelligent and adaptable but at the risk of 
sounding anthropomorphic, these horses 
appear to have gratefully accepted their 
change of career and are enjoying 
dressage to music, jumping or extended 
trots in the show ring. As a ringside 
viewer once said, they do not know they 

Di Arbuthnot, Chief Executive, RoR

were born racehorses and many, for one 
reason or another, have little success on 
the track but are very successful in other 
disciplines.

 As well as 
the fast 
growing 
education 
programme, 
the charity 
will always 
support a 
wide range 
of grass 
roots activities. This year Yogi Breisner, 
such a huge supporter in our early days, 
has agreed to run five training days 
nationwide starting this Spring, 
something for riders at any level to look 
forward to.

Showing has always been popular and we 
have a new ‘open’ series this year. This is 
only open to amateurs and is a class where 
horse’s racing injuries will be ignored. We 
do try to listen to all your feedback and I 
think this will be a popular series.

We look forward to the longer and 
sunnier days ahead and I wish you all 
luck and fun with your thoroughbreds in 
the many RoR activities this season.

Di Arbuthnot 
Chief Executive 
RoR

Badminton 2016 - Gemma 
Tattersall receives her prize 

for Arctic Soul, 1st RoR horse, 
from the Duchess of Cornwall

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Flaygray and Faye Hesketh

Richard Johnson 
and Looks Like Trouble
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ROR AWARDS – MONET’S GARDEN MAKES LASTING IMPRESSION
On a glittering and at times emotional 
night at the 2016 Retraining of 
Racehorses (RoR) Awards, the 
evening’s most prestigious title, RoR 
Horse of the Year, was awarded to the 
popular grey Monet’s Garden.

Held at The Jockey Club Rooms in 
Newmarket and hosted by RoR Patron 
Clare Balding and Luke Harvey, eleven 
awards were given on the night.

The awards celebrate the versatility and 
adaptability of former racehorses with 
trophies and total prize money of 
£17,500 going to the year’s elite 
champions in dressage, endurance, 
eventing, polo, showing and 
showjumping.

This year there were also special 
recognition awards to mark the 

achievements of Rio 2016 star, Summon 
Up Theblood, and the members of the 
Great Britain Horseball team who had 
competed at the 2016 Horseball World 
Cup on former racehorses.

Together with Monet’s Garden’s owner, 
David Wesley Yates, Jo Richards 
stepped up to accept the award and 
said: “He’s 18 now but you’d think he was 
a five year old, he’s never changed, he’s 
never aged. He’s always been a real 
showman, even throughout his racing 
career, and so I thought showing would 
suit him. I was five months pregnant 
when we won the class this summer at 
Aintree and so he was carrying two 
passengers that day. He’s amazing, the 
horse of a lifetime. He would have done 
any job, he’s very talented and he’s got 
that enthusiasm to want to be the best in 
whatever he does.”

“I think RoR is brilliant. I know there are 
many show producers that have been 
working with thoroughbreds for years, 
but RoR has made so many more 
people realise that former racehorses 
can go on to do a huge range of 
disciplines and horses that would 
otherwise have been wasted in a field 
are now living healthy, active lives.”

Other Elite Winners on the night 
included Jimmy Hay for Dressage, I’m a 
Bird for Showjumping, Dancing Daisy for 
Polo, Director General for Eventing, 
Arabian History for Endurance and 
Beware Chalk Pit for Showing.

Nicole Turner: My RoR dressage superstar, Galileo Figaro 
Galileo Figaro, or Fig, is my 12-year-old, 
15.2hh former racehorse. He was born 
in Australia and spent time in Japan 
before coming to the UK in 2011. By 
champion sire Galileo, he raced on the 
Flat 21 times before a brief and 
unsuccessful spell as a hurdler and 
retired from the track in October 2011.

He was my Christmas present to myself 
and came home in December 2011, 
officially beginning his dressage career 
in January 2012. In just a few months we 
had qualified for the Summer Regionals. 
We have now competed at the 
Regionals and Area Festivals up to 
Advanced Medium and qualified for the 
Winter Championships at Novice, 
Elementary, Medium and most recently 
Advanced Medium.

He may be little and an unconventional 
dressage horse, but Fig has the heart of 
a lion and tries his absolute best! We 
have gained 70%+ at every level up to 

Advanced Medium and Fig was  
RoR Champion at both Elementary  
and Medium.

We have also secured half our Music 
Regionals qualification at Advanced 
Medium for our first ever freestyle! My 
plans for Fig are aimed ultimately at Grand 
Prix and he is just starting to school the two 
time changes for Inter 1 and 2 level and has 
an established piaffe and passage.

However, he’s an absolute pleasure to 
have on the yard and is the cuddliest little 
horse I’ve ever known, you can leave his 
stable door open for hours and he would 
never think of putting his toes further 
than the frame, and he is a darling to 
handle at home and at shows. He has a 
home for life and will spend all his days 
with us regardless of what he goes on to 
achieve in the years to come.

“He may be little and an 
unconventional dressage 
horse, but Fig has the heart 
of a lion and tries his 
absolute best!”

“He’s 18 now but you’d 
think he was a five year 
old, he’s never changed, 
he’s never aged. He’s 
always been a real 
showman, even throughout 
his racing career”

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Last year’s National Championship 
Show at Aintree marked the retirement 
of a horse that is not only a stand-out 
example of a RoR success story, but 
also one that has played an integral 
role in the life Denise McLoughlin and 
her family.

Emerald Glen had a brief but 
unremarkable racing career, followed 
by a three-year period as a ‘hard to 
handle’ companion to Denise’s other 
horses. It was not until the retirement 
of her showjumper and on the 
suggestion of Denise’s father that 
Emerald Glen came into her own.  
So began a journey that would lead to 
consecutive titles in the RoR British 
Showjumping Club League 
Championship (2015 and 2016), as well 
as two RoR British Showjumping 
Regional Recognition awards (2014  
and 2016).

It was not a straightforward journey and 
Denise recalls her first competition on 
‘Glenda’: “She spooked at everything 
and in the collecting ring she just froze. 

She then proceeded to spook at every 
jump when we entered the arena and I 
remember thinking I will be lucky to get 
over the 1st fence… and then she 
jumped clear.”

Despite injuries slowing down Denise 
and Glenda’s progress, when fit, the 
pair enjoyed a lot of success.

However, away from the showjumoing 
arena, Denise and her family have 
endured some very difficult times.  
Her father has terminal cancer and her 
husband has Progressive Multiple 
Sclerosis. As well as caring for her 
husband Denise also runs two 
businesses.

Throughout this time Emerald Glen has 
been a shining beacon: “Glenda 
(Emerald Glen) has given us so much 
and has brought light to the darkest 
days. She deserves a long happy 
retirement. On the last page of Horse & 
Hound each week a top rider will 
describe the horse that made them, 
Glenda didn’t make me, she saved me, 
in fact she saved us all.”

RoR’s Flagship Yard at Palace 
House officially opened by  
HM The Queen
In November last year the National Heritage Centre for 
Horseracing & Sporting Art in Newmarket was officially opened 
by The Queen. The centre includes a new flagship yard for 
Retraining of Racehorses (RoR), as well as being the new home 
for the National Horseracing Museum and the British Sporting 
Art Trust.

It was evident that The Queen thoroughly enjoyed her visit, 
during which she was reacquainted with three of her former 
racehorses, Barbers Shop, Quadrille and Prince’s Trust, all of 
which have excelled in new careers since retiring from racing.

The site of the Heritage Centre is on the remains of King Charles 
II’s palace and stables in Newmarket, hence the name Palace 
House.

A key selling point for the five-acre site is the Rothschild Yard, 
which includes stabling for up to eight former racehorses, 
enabling the visiting public to see actual racehorses close-up. 
The horses in the yard regularly change and are a mix of 
well-known retired racehorses and those being re-trained for a 
new life after racing. Facilities include a horse-walker and a 70 x 
35m outdoor arena. Open all year round, the RoR horses in the 
Rothschild Yard can be seen seven days a week. There are 
twice daily demonstrations of the horses being put through their 
paces in the Peter O’Sullevan Arena.

The arena is also proving a huge asset to the RoR Eastern 
region, hosting RoR clinics, among other activities. Louise 
Robson’s dressage clinics and the Mia Palles-Clarke 
showjumping clinics have been hugely popular and they are 
also an attraction for visitors to the National Heritage Centre 
- providing an opportunity to educate them about RoR and the 
different careers open to retrained racehorses.

The development of the Heritage Centre at Palace House was 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, horseracing industry and 
local councils, as well as many other private trusts and 
individuals. It is expected to attract upwards of 50,000 visitors  
a year to Newmarket. For more information visit:  
www.palacehousenewmarket.co.uk

SHOWJUMPER EMERALD GLEN - A FAMILY JEWEL

HM The Queen, with RoR’s  
Di Arbuthnot, greets Barbers Shop

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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“Glenda (Emerald Glen) 
has given us so much and 
has brought light to the 
darkest days”
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Its Bobkat proving light on his feet
Johanne Picken rides with the Riding for the Disabled 
Association (RDA), Carrick Group in Ayrshire, Scotland. 
Johanne is also a Grade 3 para dressage rider and her 
mount is a former racehorse called Its Bobkat. A 16.3hh 
gelding, the 11-year-old known as ‘Bob’ ran fifteen times 
over jumps, both Under Rules and in point-to-points, 
winning once.

The duo started competing at dressage in March 2016 and 
Bob is proving to be quite talented. They compete regularly at 
Muirmill Equestrian Centre but in July last year they made the 
long trip south to Hartpury for the RDA National 
Championships. However, their most successful outing to 
date was at the RDA Scottish Championships in October, 
where they were placed 1st in their class with a score of 75%.

Johanne says of Bob: “I could not have wished for a better 
horse to suit my type of riding. He is incredibly safe, and 
doesn’t have a bad bone in his body. He is proof, if proof be 
needed, that former racehorses can turn their ‘hooves’ to 
anything, even para dressage.”

Royal Ascot winner takes fast-track to success in para dressage
A former Royal Ascot winner has been 
transformed into a successful para 
dressage horse. Namibian won the 
2011 running of the Queen’s Vase when 
trained by Mark Johnston, but he has 
arguably exceeded that success by 
qualifying for the British Dressage Para 
Winter Championships within a year of 
starting his new career.

Namibian has been re-trained by para 
dressage rider, Julie Frizzell, who served 
in the RAF before her retirement in 2008 
on medical grounds. It was while riding a 

horse on an Army course that her wrist 
was crushed in a fall. Subsequent 
surgery failed to repair the damage and 
in 2012 her main forearm bone, the ulna, 

was removed altogether. She now rides 
with a thermoplastic cast to keep her 
hand in place.

When her longstanding dressage 
horse, Crazy Diamond, was 
approaching retirement, Julie sought a 
replacement and was recommended 
to try the Godolphin Rehoming Centre 
at Badlingham and it was there she 
found Namibian.

Julie says of Namibian: “At the outset I 
can only liken it to trying to get the QEII 
yacht to waltz! However, his ability and 
trainability are superb. He is the most 
intelligent horse I have ever sat on. I’d 
call him an impatient learner. It’s like he 
wants to be at the top of his game, 
irrespective of what the game is.

“He is a proper diva, loves attention and 
is truly happy when he is working. I 
swear this horse smiles....”

Namibian started competing on the para 
dressage circuit in March 2016 and by 
November he had qualified for the 
Winter Championships when finishing 
4th at Myerscough College. To date 
Namibian has finished in the top four in 
every test he has done.

“To come from racing and turn to 
dressage is one thing, to turn to para 

dressage at international level is another 
and it will take time. My initial aim with 
him is to contest the national titles that I 
won on Crazy Diamond and to be 
selected to represent Great Britain at  
1* and 2* level. Developing him up to 
advanced dressage level is ambitious 
but I am in no doubt he has the brain and 
athleticism to do it.

“Whether today or ten years from now, 
my goal is ‘that feeling.’ That feeling of 
sitting on a horse who is happy to work 
and happy in his work, the friendship and 
partnership is the priority. To then be 
able to show that in a competitive arena 
is just a bonus.”

VERSATILE AND INTELLIGENT - FORMER RACEHORSES MAKING THE GRADE IN PARA DRESSAGE  

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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GALLERY

Kingsgate Native and The Cheka  at RoR’s flagship yard at Palace House 

Lady Spur and Helen Davis

Arabian History and Clare Freeman

Beware Chalk Pit and  Rebecca Court

RoR Horseball team

My Diss Sire and Judith Barker

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Saucy Buck and Joe Sellars Waymark
O’Cinza and Ben Elcock

Her Majesty The Queen at the official opening of PalaceHouse
Ballet Be and Mark Tomlinson

Daintydavey and Rachel Dorrell

Saucy Buck and  Joe Sellars Waymark

Equine stuntman Guido Louis Leidelmeyer  
and Modern Practice

Denman parading at Cheltenham

O’Cinza and Ben Elcock

Daintydavey and Rachel Dorrell

Ballet Be and Mark Tomlinson

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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We would love to see YOUR pictures!  Please send them to  
info@ror.org.uk and we will print as many as we can!
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On the track, Jinker Noble (Jinks) was 
a sprinter.  He raced 16 times from two 
to four years old, winning twice. He 
was described as the little quiet one of 
the yard when I went to try him. He 
stands 15.1hh and is the most chilled 
chap ever.  

I bought him at the end of 2014 and he 
spent a year adjusting to life outside of 
racing. He has since learned to hack out 
alone, hunt, jump and most recently 
tentpeg.  

His lovely, laid back attitude meant that I 
did not have a problem training him for 
tentpegging, including the Sword, 
Lance and Revolver discipline, which 
involves shooting balloons with a 
revolver whilst jumping!. 

Tentpegging is the collective name for 
mounted skill at arms.  More than 2,500 
years old, the sport was developed by 
Asian cavalries who relied on lance 
skills and horsemanship to defeat 
enemies.  

Modern day tentpeggers spear targets 
on the ground and in the air at the 
gallop as individuals, pairs and teams.  

Historically tentpegging was a military 
sport, but in recent times civilians have 

taken up the challenge, learning the 
sport in competitions at army shows in 
the UK and abroad.  International 
competitions have taken me to India, 
Sudan, South Africa, Norway and Oman 
as part of Team GB.  

I have successfully qualified for Royal 
Windsor Horse Show for the last few 
years on my polo pony and my aim is to 
qualify on Jinks for 2017.

For more information go to:  
www.britishtentpegging.co.uk

Photography by Geoffrey Marston Photography 

RACHEL IMBER: HOW I TAUGHT MY 
FORMER RACEHORSE TO ‘TENTPEG’

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Former racehorses excel for Team GB at Horseball World Cup
At the 2016 Horseball World Cup, held 
in Portugal, half of the riders in the 
eight-strong-team from Great Britain 
were on board former racehorses. 
Despite fielding some relatively 
inexperienced horses and riders, Team 
GB performed very well to achieve an 
overall final placing of sixth. 

Each day of competition is a long day; 
starting first thing in the morning with 

feeding, exercise and a trot-up while 
some matches do not finish until 
midnight. Each day, six out of the eight 
horses in a team play and no horse can 

play in more than four matches over the 
six days.

The Team GB squad included four former 
racehorses: No Larking, Charles Tyrwhitt, 
Mabait and Upton Harriet. Unfortunately, 

Mabait, formerly a useful horse on the 
Flat with David Simcock, injured himself 
in the stable and was not available for the 
final matches in the competition. 

Like Football, the competition is 
constructed through group stages before 
moving on to semi -finals and finals. Team 
GB qualified from the group stages by 

beating Brazil and going through with the 
highest goal average. They then beat 
Argentina before losing in a very fast 
match to Italy who claimed fifth place. 

In recognition for their achievements of 
having trained and ridden former 
racehorses to a standard at which they 

are selected to represent their country 
and for promoting the versatility for 
former racehorses, the British Horseball 
team were given a special recognition 
award at the RoR Awards night. 

Photos Courtesy of Horseball Team GB

“Each day of competition is 
long... while some matches 
do not finish until midnight”

“More than 2,500 years old, 
the sport was developed by 
Asian cavalries”
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The 2016 RoR Racehorse to Riding Horse Dressage 
Championships took place at Houghton Hall Equestrian 
Centre last autumn.

The two-day Championships produced a number of hotly 
contested classes and many impressive scores, reflecting the 
hard work and commitment that riders and their former 
racehorses had put into their preparation as well as the 
increasingly high standard of dressage in RoR events.  

The Introductory Championship was won by Lambourn based 
Helen Sanderson and Todlea. The pair scored an impressive 
72.07% beating Daneglow and Emma Graves into second 
place. Todlea is a 16-year-old gelding by Desert Prince, he ran 
34 times on the flat and over hurdles, winning four times for 
trainer Jene-Rene Auvray.

Helen and Todlea also impressed the judges in the Preliminary 
Championship where they obtained a winning score of 72.71%. 
Never Diss Miss and Judith Barker came a close second with a 
score of 72.08%.

However, Judith Barker soon made amends when My Diss Sire 
– who is out of the mare Never Diss Miss - performed a 
winning Test in the Novice Championship with a score of 
72.71%. The 14-year-old was formerly trained down the road 
from Houghton Hall in Newmarket, by Ed Dunlop. He was 
placed twice on the Flat but since being retrained he has been 
climbing up the ranks in dressage. 

As winners of the Preliminary Championship in 2014 and the 
Novice Championship in 2015, Amy Ferris and her 16-year-old 
gelding Sandmartin are no strangers to success at Houghton Hall. 

This time they performed a magnificent test to continue their 
winning streak and take the Elementary Championship. 
Sandmartin was given a score of 70.86%, just enough to keep 
Pennfield Pirate and Sarah Lambert-Gibbs at bay in 2nd place.

The Medium Championship winner had some big boots to fill, 
as last year it was won by Galileo Figaro who is now competing 
at Prix St. George level. This year’s winner was Emma-Jane 
Matthews and her 17-year-old gelding Newgate Times with a 
score of 68.79%.

The weekend also saw the first 
Advanced Medium Championship 
to take place in the Racehorse to 
Dressage Horse Championships. 
Despite being the only 
combination to come forward, 
Louise Robson and Quadrille 
produced a fantastic test to secure 
a score of 70.50%. Quadrille is 
owned by Her Majesty the Queen, 
and during his racing career he 
won three races from seven starts 
for trainer Richard Hannon Snr. 

RoR would like to thank all competitors, judges and all who 
helped organise the event, especially those from Houghton 
Hall Equestrian Centre.

We are very grateful to Steve Dawe from Real Time Imaging for providing us 
with these fantastic images.

HIGH SCORES REFLECT HIGH STANDARDS AT HOUGHTON HALL

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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“The 
Introductory 
Championship 
was won by 
Helen Sanderson  
and Todlea”

Todlea and Helen Sanderson

Newgate Times and Emma-Jane Matthews

Sandmartin and Amy Ferris
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RoR STRENGTHENING ITS LINKS TO POLO
Polo and horseracing have enjoyed 
close links throughout each of their 
illustrious histories and long before the 
establishment of RoR, polo ponies 
were regularly sourced from racing. 
However, the emergence and growth 
of RoR has served to formalise the 
relationship between the two and to 
the benefit of both.

Included among the range of RoR’s 
annual polo activities is the Young 
Producer of the Year prize, awarded to 
the player judged to be the most 
successful at retraining racehorses  
for polo. 

On receiving his 2016 Young Producer 
of the Year award, Richard Le Poer, 
commented: “Thoroughbreds are the 

worlds most athletic breed of horse. 
Polo is the most athletic equine 
discipline. The two combined makes a 
truly spectacular sight.”

Other forthcoming RoR events and 
awards include the popular Racing to Polo 
Challenge, the valuable RoR Elite Polo 
Champion and for the first time, a RoR 
class at the Royal Windsor Horse Show, in 
association with Guards Polo Club. 

The 2016 running of the Racing to Polo 
Challenge took place at the Royal County 
of Berkshire Polo Club. Comprised of five 
classes reflecting different age groups 
and horse backgrounds, all the horses 
were first presented to two conformation 
judges. Horses and riders then 
underwent a ‘turnout’ inspection before 
the main phase of each class, the 
performance. In this stage contestants 
were judged on transitions, ratings, 
laterals, checking and turning.

The overall Champion for the Racing to 
Polo Challenge was Ivan B, ridden by 
Byron Watson and owned by Martin 
Glue. The winner received £1,500 as 
well as a crystal wine decanter and the 
Balding Trophy.

The 2016 RoR Elite Polo Champion was 
Dancing Daisy. She was produced by 

polo player Ali Paterson, who started 
riding the mare when he was still in 
Pony Club. Last year Dancing Daisy 
moved to Argentina, where she has 
played at the top level under Uruguayan 
high-goal star David  ‘Pelon’ Stirling.

Celebrating the stable staff who give horses a life after racing
At this year’s Godolphin Stud and Stable 
Awards special recognition was given to 
the racing staff who look after former 
racehorses in their spare time. The 
prestigious awards celebrate the 
dedication and professionalism of those 
who look after racehorses. For many it 
is a passion and a way of life and the 
evening shone a light on two such 
individuals, Lisa Kozak, who works for 
trainer Oliver Sherwood, and Amy Scott, 
who works for Henry Candy.

Lisa took on her horse Golden Feather in 
2009 having previously looked after him 
when racing. Together they have enjoyed 
success in a range of activities, including 
qualifying five years running for the RoR 
showing final at Hickstead.  

Lisa says of looking after a racehorse in 
her spare time: “Despite all the hard 
work, time, money, effort, they’re so 
worth it. They’ve got a great attitude to 
go on and do other things. And for me it’s 

quite therapeutic to get away from the 
stresses and strains and just spend time 
with Feather.”

Amy Scott’s bond with Seamus Shindig 
dates back to 2003 when the horse was 
just a yearling. Not only did Amy look 
after and ride out Seamus, she also rode 
him on the racetrack, winning six races 
on him. They still compete together now, 
but excel in dressage and cross-country 
rather than racing. Amy said: “Some 
people would say you’re mad doing it 

because racing is a hard job and then 
doing a horse in your spare time, but it’s 
completely different.

“It is hard work taking on a former 
racehorse and starting again and 
retraining them. It’s long hours, it’s hard 
days, it’s bad days and it’s good days, 
but I can honestly say I’ve loved every 
minute of it.”

“It’s long hours, it’s hard 
days... and it’s good days,  
I can honestly say I’ve 
loved every minute of it”

“Thoroughbreds are the 
worlds most athletic breed 
of horse. Polo is the most 
athletic equine discipline”

Richard Le Poer and Broadfield Puddle 

Ivan B and rider Byron Watson  
receive the Balding Trophy

Lisa Kozak with her two former racehorses, 
Golden Feather and Knight Pass

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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My husband Bryan and I are based at Hambleton House on 
the edge of the North Yorkshire moors where we train a 
team of about 65 flat racehorses. Our yard is on the site of 
the old Hambleton Racecourse, which was the venue for 
some notorious matches between the South and the North 
during the 17th century and it has produced many big 
winners over the years. 

My day starts by mucking out our own small yard of former 
racehorses and competition horses. I then ride out one lot 
before breakfast and depending on how many owners I have 
to cook breakfast for, I then start exercising my own horses.

As soon as I have turned the horses out at lunchtime I am in 
the office dealing with various queries. As I manage the 
business I have to keep an eagle eye on the cash flow and the 
wages. I am also a qualified veterinary nurse, equine sports 
therapist and veterinary homeopath and therefore play a key 
role in the health and wellbeing of the racehorses. 

In my spare time I am the RoR Regional Coordinator for the 
North East and I also manage the RoR Musical Ride team and 
organise their training and 
performances.

I have a background in show 
jumping and dressage, but 
once the racing bug took 
over it consumed my life and I 
rode as an amateur on the 
flat and in point-to-points. It 
was when a horse called 
Differential was seriously 
injured and on box rest that 
an old spark re-ignited inside 
me. I began to wonder if it 
would be possible for me to 
retrain him if he was not able 
to race again. 

Bryan was very jealous, as he had been a very good 
racehorse and he still holds the track record at Catterick over 
seven furlongs. We ended up doing just about everything that 
was available for former racehorses at the time; qualifying for 
Hickstead, HOYS and the jumping Challenge which was held 
at Addington in those days. 

Differential is now 19 and happily retired, although he is still 
very useful as a nanny to our youngsters. I have been very 
lucky to have had other amazing former racehorses since, with 
a few competing at the top level in the RoR show ring. 

Bryan and I have such a passion 
for our horses and take a lot of 
time and care over where they go 
when they leave our yard. We 
often keep horses long after their 
racing career, to ensure they have 
a safe and secure future. We have 
a reputation for having very well 
mannered, well looked after 
horses and always tell the 
prospective owner everything 
about that horse from old injuries 
to current bad habits.

In my role as Regional Coordinator I have got to know a lot of 
people with former racehorses and every one of them has a 
different story to tell, however, what strikes me most is their 
love for their horses and the wonderful bond that they have 
together.  It is a real pleasure to bring these horses and riders 

together for training, education, and competitions and I think 
that meeting like-minded people helps to ‘problem bust’ in 
many ways as people can discuss their different training 
problems together. 

I am privileged to be living and working with these wonderful 
animals and I consider it my duty to try and ensure that they go 
on to be happy, healthy and well looked after when they leave 
our care. Fortunately many of our owners are also of the same 
mind and we encourage people to keep in contact and send 
pictures of the horses in their new careers. We are now 
building up a wonderful album of Bryan Smart former 
racehorses doing amazing things in their new lives after racing.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Vicky Smart Juggles RoR role with a busy Racing Yard

“I am privileged 
to be living and 
working with 
these wonderful 
animals”

Chivola

Roger’s Revenge

Roger’s Revenge

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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THE PETER O’SULLEVAN TRUST TO 
SPONSOR ROR PARADES

LUCY BRIDGWATER POINTS THE GIANT 
BOLSTER TOWARDS A SECOND CAREER

RoR is delighted to announce that the 
Peter O’Sullevan Charitable Trust is the 
official sponsor for the charity’s 2017 
racecourse parades and musical ride. 

On behalf of the Peter O’Sullevan Trust, 
Nigel Payne said: “We have no doubt that 
Sir Peter would have enjoyed seeing his 
charitable trust associated with the 
parades and musical ride as they not only 
highlight the excellent work done by RoR 
in promoting a new life for horses after 
racing, but they also bring a lot of pleasure to racegoers.”

Lucy and The Giant Bolster have been working hard  
since November, when ‘Sammy’ retired from racing.  
They appeared in public for the first time since retirement 
at the RoR Parade at the Cheltenham Festival.

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Office 2, Penfold Building
Westfield Farm
East Garston
Berkshire
RG17 7HD

T: 01488 648998
E: info@ror.org.uk

Our Patrons:

Getting involved Supporting RoR 
For news of upcoming RoR events 
please visit our website www.ror.org.uk 
and click on the discipline you are 
particularly interested in. 

If you are considering buying or taking 
a former racehorse on loan, or have 
one that you would like to sell or loan 
out then please visit our new Source  
a Horse website:  
www.rorsourceahorse.org.uk. 

Whilst RoR receives registration fees from RoR 
supporters, and funding from the racing industry, we 
are still very reliant on fundraising and donations in 
order to meet the daily operational costs. 

If you would like to support RoR and enable us to 
meet and expand the level of activities and welfare 
assistance we currently provide, then please visit our 
website and click on donate. Alternatively if you 
would like to send us a donation, please make a 
cheque out to Retraining of Racehorses and send it 
to our address as detailed above. Thank you. 

Our Ambassadors:

++ ++STOP PRESS++ ++STOP PRESS++ ++STOP PRESS++ ++STOP PRESS++ ++STOP PRESS++

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY...
M  4 11 18 25 

T  5 12 19 26 

W  6 13 20 27 

T  7 14 21 
28 

F 1 8 15 22 
29 

S 2 9 16 23 
30 

S 3 10 17 24  31

Diary 2017

6 APRIL 

RoR Parade at Aintree 
Grand National Meeting

22 APRIL

RoR Parade at Ayr, 
Scottish Grand National 

3-7 MAY

Mitsubishi Badminton 
Horse Trials 

6-9 JUNE

Barbury International 
Horse Trials

Clare Balding OBE Sir Anthony McCoy Frankie Dettori MBE Richard Johnson
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