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Drastic Art paints perfect picture in 
the Racing to Polo Challenge 

The fi ve-year-old mare, Drastic Art, won 
the 2017 RoR Racing to Polo Challenge. 
Owned by Sally Turner and ridden by 
Henry Brett, she beat a competitive fi eld 
to take the fi rst prize of £1,500.

This was the fi rst time the challenge had 
been staged at Cowdray Park, despite 
damp weather conditions, a generous 
crowd gathered to watch the competiton. 
The Challenge took place between the 
semi-fi nals of the prestigious Jaeger-
LeCoultre Gold Cup.
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Ravenstone Lad and Louise Goss

Drastic Art and Henry Brett

Quadrille and 
Louise Robson

Newmarket trainers’ hacks bid for 
best in show

Storming Ambition, originally trained by 
and still in the care of trainer Conrad Allen, 
won the thorougbred class and fi nished 
Overall Reserve Champion at the 
Newmarket Racecourse hosted trainers’ 
hacks class. 

Ridden on the day by Liz Kilfeather, the 
class included two elements, one ridden 
and another in-hand. All Hacks were 
partnered  by either their trainer or a 
member of the yard’s team. Team GB Horseball 

in action



“A highlight from the summer, was 
the GB Horseball team winning their 
fi rst team medal at the FIHB 
European Championships in France 
mounted on former racehorses.”

Welcome to the Third Edition of Changing Rein

Di Arbuthnot, Chief Executive, RoR

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Yvette Dixon , 
RoR Trustee

Watching the RoR eventing class at the 
Barbury International Horse Trials 
reminded me how well these horses 
adapt to this challenging discipline and 
former racehorse Arctic Soul and 
Gemma Tattersall so nearly crowned 
another great season with victory at 
Burghley following a fantastic cross-
country round; if only that pole had not 
rolled in the show jumping.

It has been a busy summer for the hard 
working regional co-ordinators who 
have been running camps and a number 
of other activities to help and encourage 
riders not only to improve their skills, but 
also to make friends and enjoy the 
thoroughbred experience.

To round up on a very English note 
talking about the weather, damp 
conditions did not manage to ruin the 
wonderful display by the RoR Musical 
Ride in the Peter O’Sullevan Arena at 
the National Heritage Centre during the 
Newmarket Open weekend.  The rain 
also fell on four of our leading fl at 
jockeys who entered into the spirit of 
the occasion by transferring their skills 

to riding former racehorses in a game of 
Horseball, fi nding it much harder than 
they had imagined!

As the days get shorter, team chasing 
starts and hunting gets underway and 
the fi nalists for the new format of the 
Racing to Hunting challenge head to 
Countryside Day at Aintree for their fi nal 
round of judging.

We are also nearing party season and 
the o�  ce are busy organizing the ARC 
supported end of season party at 
Doncaster and the annual awards night 
at the Jockey Club Rooms in Newmarket 
and then it is Christmas and a New Year 
of RoR events to plan!

Di Arbuthnot
Chief Executive
RoR

As the seasons change, it is time to 
look back on a busy summer of RoR 
activites. An undoubted highlight was 
the six days of dressage, jumping and 
showing at Aintree Racecourse where 
the feedback from the riders has been 
fantastic and the standard was 
extremely high, particularly in the RoR 
dressage championships – new to 
Aintree this year. There is more about 
the show in this newsletter, including 
from new RoR trustee, Yvette Dixon, on 
her experience of judging the ROA and 
Go� s UK Supreme Championship and 
the Glamour Stakes with Lady Chanelle 
McCoy.

Another highlight from the summer was 
the GB Horseball team winning their 
fi rst team medal at the FIHB European 
Championships in France mounted on 
former racehorses.  I fi rst met their 
former team manager, Dave Pettifor at 
Doncaster Bloodstock Sales when I was 
new to the RoR role.  He was looking for 
thoroughbreds suitable for Horseball 
following the success of a former 
racehorse called Vindaloo, named after 
a good night out in the local curry 
house. Trained by Mark Johnston, he 
won 11 races and ran 45 times before 
changing career to Horseball when 
ridden by Dave’s son.  The team now 
has 23 thoroughbreds in the squad.

The new amateur show series has been 
attracting large entries and a leading 
professional show rider told me recently 
how very impressed he was with the 
high standard in these classes.  

Gemma Tattersall and 
Arctic Soul at Badminton 
Horse Trials

Brumous, one of the 5 
fi nalists for the Racing to 
Hunting Challenge 2017



Six days of high quality competition at Aintree for the 
Retraining of Racehorses (RoR) National Championships 
concluded with a Gala Evening and the crowning of the 
ROA and Go� s UK Supreme Champion. The coveted title 
went to nine-year-old gelding Wild West, ridden side-saddle 
by Lizzie Harris.

The fi nal session of the ROA and Go s UK National Show-
ing Championships produced a memorable and emotional 
evening. As well as entertainment from sporting soprano 
Laura Wright there was a parade of champions during which 
it was revealed that 2016 RoR Horse of the Year, Monet’s Gar-
den, has been retired from showing.

A son of champion sire Galileo, Wild West was initially put 
into training with Aidan O’Brien before moving to the yard of 
Jonjo O’Neill. Carrying the famous green and gold silks of JP 
McManus he was regularly ridden in his races by Sir Anthony 
McCoy, however, despite such illustrious connections, Wild 
West remained a maiden and was retired after seven races.

Leicestershire based Lizzie Harris took on ‘Westy’ straight 
out of training from Jonjo O’Neill’s yard in 2013. A former 
amateur jockey herself, who is now a point-to-point trainer, 
Lizzie began schooling and retraining Wild West in early 2014 

and together they have been hunting, team chasing and 
eventing, but it is in the show ring that the pair have enjoyed 
most success.

Ridden side-saddle by Lizzie Harris, Wild West won four 
classes at the ROA and Go s UK National Showing Champi-
onships, culminating in victory in the Elite Series Final. The 
runner-up and Reserve Champion was Singing Hinnie, a 
six-year-old mare ridden by Katie Jerram Hunnable who had 
earlier won the Jockey Club Novice Show Horse Champion-
ship. The Elite Series Final was judged by bloodstock agent 
David Minton and RoR Trustee Yvette Dixon.

Prior to the Elite Series Final, there was a parade of former 
racehorses who had enjoyed success both on and o  the 
track, including big names such as Barbers Shop, Grand 
Crus, Peddlers Cross, Annacotty and Monet’s Garden.

The nineteen-year-old Monet’s Garden, a multiple winner 
at Aintree on the track, had won the RoR Veteran Class at 
the 2016 National Championships prior to being named RoR 
Horse of the Year. During the parade it was announced by Jo 
Richards that Monet’s Garden was retiring from competition. 
It is hoped he will continue to make public appearances and 
maybe the occasional local show.  

Expanded this year to incorporate the RoR National Dres-
sage Championships, 290 horses competed across the six 
days of competition in the Aintree International Equestrian 
Centre.

RoR Chief Execu-
tive, Di Arbuthnot 
said: “It’s been a 
wonderful week 
and the standard 
throughout has 
been very high. All 
the judges I spoke 
to commented on 
the improvement 
they are seeing 
from both horses 
and riders year-on-
year.

“The Gala Evening 
remains a special 
night. Our thanks 
go to the ROA and 
Go s UK for their 
sponsorship, Laura Wright for her beautiful singing and to 
Chanelle McCoy for coming and judging two classes.

“There was brilliant support and help from Aintree and spe-
cial mention should be made of Carly Sage and her team and 
our own National Co-ordinator, Anne Walker, without whom 
the RoR National Championships would not be the success it 
has become.”

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Wild West tames the judges to triumph as Supreme Champion

Chivola and Bryan Smart winner of the RoR 
Open In-Hand Show Final

Singing Hinnie and Katie Jerram Hunnable 
winner of the Jockey Club Novice Show Series

Wild West and Lizzie Harris

RoR National Championships at Aintree 



‘There’s no better breed to be a 
four-star event horse’ says 
Boyd Martin 
US Olympic rider Boyd Martin believes 
riders at the top levels of other equine 
disciplines should give retired racehorses 
a try. Martin, who has long been a 
champion of the breed, believes bringing 
more former-racehorses into the top 
levels of the sport would benefi t both the 
aftercare movement and the riders 
themselves.

“In my opinion, the o -track thoroughbred 
(OTTB) is the ultimate event horse,” said 
Martin. “Not every OTTB is the ultimate 
event horse, but I would take a nice-
moving, quiet-thinking, bold, brave, 
good-jumping thoroughbred over any 
other horse breed in the world. There’s no 
better breed to be a four-star event horse.”

“It’s a cultural thing, but I shake my head 
sometimes, especially with young riders 
with the ambition to be a four-star rider. 
What’s going to stop you from being a 
four-star rider? A horse that can’t gallop. 
It’s pointless buying a horse and putting 
years into it, and all of a sudden at the 
two-star level, you’re galloping around 
with its tongue hanging out. Buy a horse 
with the criteria to get the job done.”

Martin, a native of Australia, has found 
success with o -track and bred-to-race 
thoroughbreds, most notably  the 

Australian bred Neville 
Bardos (Martin rode him 
in the 2010 World 
Equestrian Games and 
Rolex Kentucky Three 
Day Event) and more 
recently, Blackfoot 
Mystery, who fi nished 
sixth at Rolex with Martin 
in 2016.

Martin purchased Neville Bardos for $850 
after a friend took the horse o  the track 
and declared him “no good” as a jumping 
prospect. The gelding, was ultimately 
syndicated for $150,000 and has gone on 
to win two events with two-star ratings, 
and completed three- and four-star events, 
placing him on the short list for the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. Neville Bardos is most 
famous for surviving a barn fi re during his 
time with Martin and ultimately returning to 
competition at the four-star level. He has 
since retired to Martin’s farm.

Blackfoot Mystery, fondly known as “Red,” 
is an American-bred who raced with little 
success in California. He was brought o  
track by the ‘Thoroughbred Rehab Center’ 
and rose through the eventing ranks 
through a couple of professionals before 
he found his way to Martin.

In eventing, Martin said owners go into 
syndicates knowing they’ll be lucky to 
break even with their horse’s expenses, 
“They’re buying into these horses, and a 
lot of them are OTTBs, without any 
thought of fi nancial gain out of it,” Martin 
said. 

“The sad part about horse sports a little bit 
nowadays is you have to be pretty 
privileged to participate,” he said. “A 
racehorse who’s too slow for racing his 
value is pretty low, which means if these 
[aftercare] programs can get up and 
running, any kid with a passion for horses 
and a smaller budget could get involved in 
the sport. A kid with $4,000 could 
potentially buy an Olympic horse.”

Reproduced courtesy of Natalie Voss, 
Paulick Report

Arctic Soul enjoys his best season yet

Boyd Martin and Blackfoot 
Mystery at Kentucky

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Former racehorse, Arctic Soul has been 
climbing the ranks of the eventing world 
for several years now, but has now 
secured his place up there with the best. 

The 14-year old-gelding is ridden by 
Gemma Tattersall and earlier this year 
the pair won the fi fth leg of the Event 
Rider Master series at Gatcombe Park. In 
winning, Tattersall defi ed the statistics by 
becoming the fi rst competitor in Event 
Rider Master series history to be placed 
outside of the top fi ve after dressage and 
go on to win. Afterwards Tattersall 
described Arctic Soul as “the best 
cross-country horse in the world.”

Owned by the Soul Syndicate, Arctic 
Soul and Gemma produced a master-
class in the cross-country at Gatcombe 
Park. The pair jumped clear and added 
just 1.2 time penalties to fi nish on a 
winning score of 53.7 penalties. Arctic 
Soul’s thoroughbred pedigree came to 

the fore as they posted the quickest 
round of the day, which rocketed the pair 
from eleventh place after the 
showjumping to victory.

After the victory, an ecstatic Gemma 
Tattersall said: “I am over the moon.  I 
thought the two rails we had in the 
showjumping was going to cost us the 
win, but Arctic Soul gave me the ride of 
my life. I think he is the best cross-
country horse in the world.”

The Gatcombe win followed on from the 
Badminton International Horse Trials in 
May, when the partnership were placed 
third, winning for the second year 
running the RoR prize for the highest 
placed former racehorse. 

Then at Burghley Horse Trials, Arctic Soul 
and Tattersall added only four 
showjumping faults to their impressive 
dressage score of 43.0 penalties and 
another inspiring round of cross-country 

putting the pair in third place overall. 

Gemma was later crowned the 2017 
Event Riders Masters series winner after 
the 7th and fi nal Leg at Blenheim Palace, 
taking home the £30,000 leading rider 
prize. 

Arcitc Soul and Gemma on 
their way to winning Gatcombe 



The Highlanders Polocrosse Club 
annual tournament once again went 
well, taking place over the fi nal 
weekend of July at Stonehall Farm. 

Over 120 horses and riders competed in 
one of the most prestigious club 
tournaments held in the UK. 

The tournament had tremendous 
support from clubs from all over the UK, 
from the matches for Primary Juniors 
(under 13 years of age), to A grade (all 
ages and the highest abilities). 

The Club were also lucky enough to 
host world-class players from Australia, 
and New Zealand  as well as World 
Champions, South Africa. In a hard 
fought A grade fi nal on Sunday 
afternoon, the Kent Target team secured  

victory against a strong Highlanders 
side. 

At the prize giving at the end of the 
weekend, Charlie Hewitt and his 
beautiful mare 
Spring Horizon 
took the prize for 
the Best RoR horse 
in the tournament, 
Charlie played in 
the victorious Kent 
Target A grade 
side. 

Charlotte Pickett of 
The Highlanders 
Polocrosse Club 
thanked RoR for 
their continued 
support of the club 

tournament adding “we could not do it 
without RoR and are so grateful for the 
fantastic Winners Rug for the best RoR 
pony.”

The Club were also lucky enough to 
host world-class players from Australia, 
and New Zealand  as well as World 
Champions, South Africa. In a hard 
fought A grade fi nal on Sunday 
afternoon, the Kent Target team secured  

Spring Horizon shines bright at annual Polocrosse tournament

Dame Judi Dench owned Smokey Oakey and his new life with 
Riding for the Disabled
The racehorse Smokey Oakey, 
part-owned by actress Dame Judi 
Dench, is enjoying a second career 
with Riding for the Disabled (RDA), the 
charity that delivers therapy, 
achievement and enjoyment through 
horses and ponies to people with 
disabilities all over the UK.  

On the track, Smokey Oakey was a 
high-class racehorse, notably winning 
the Lincoln Handicap at Doncaster and 
the Brigadier Gerard Stakes at Sandown 
Park. Now retired from racing, Smokey 
Oakey is based with East Park Riding for 
the Disabled Group in Lingfi eld, Surrey. 

Dame Judi, who co-owns Smokey 
Oakey with her driver and friend Bryan 
Agar, said she thought carefully about 
Smokey Oakey’s future when he retired. 
Bryan works with the RDA at East Park 
and together Dame Judi and Bryan 
agreed “this is the best place he can 
possibly come.” 

Racehorses are more intelligent and 
versatile than many breeds of horse and 
will often enjoy a second career in 
contrast to their exploits on the 
racecourse. Dame Judi said that 
Smokey Oakey has settled 
“wonderfully” into his new life, and the 
children “are bewitched by him.”  

She is a patron of Riding for the 
Disabled and speaks very highly of the 
work that the charity does.  “You just 
have to come and watch really. What 
they do with children is phenomenal, 
absolutely phenomenal.  

“Some of those children, when they’ve 
come originally, haven’t been able to 
get on to a horse, or perhaps been 
frightened of animals. The idea of 
getting onto a horse is an anathema to 
them. The confi dence it gives them 
makes such a di erence.”  

The RDA has a network of 500 
volunteer groups which organise 

activities such as riding, carriage 
driving, vaulting and showjumping to up 
to 28,000 people each year.   

In their 2014 Review of Strategy and 
Policy, RoR recommended more former 
racehorses be used for charitable 
purposes as due to their versatility and 
ability to adapt to their surroundings 
many are suitable for careers in animal 

therapy.  Smokey Oakey enjoyed a 
successful racing career and is now 
enjoying his second career too. He is 
doted on by Dame Judi who says “It’s 
always a pleasure to see him…he’s been 
very good to us.”

For more information about the 
fabulous work RDA carry out, visit their 
website www.rda.org.uk

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Spring Horizon                        
and Charlie Hewitt

Dame Judi Dench and co-owner  
Bryan Agar and SMokey Oakey



GALLERY

Quaint Desire (Police Horse) and Susan Humphreys
Balgarry and Juliette 

HuckstepBalgarry and Juliette 
HuckstepBalgarry and Juliette 
HuckstepBalgarry and Juliette 

Eventer Arc Lighter and Claire Deuten on Parade at Ascot

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Balgarry and Juliette 

Baytown Tigress and Kieran Leonard Showjumping Bronze league Final winner

Jive Master and Paige Smart Now excelling at showjumping

Jive Master and Paige Smart Now excelling at showjumping
Now excelling at showjumping

Jockeys Pat Cosgrave, Adam Kirby and Jamie Spencer 

play Horseball at Newmartket Open Weekend



Silvianco Conti and Charlotte Alexander. 

They are Team Chasing this season. 

Orwellain and Charlotte Wilson, 2nd in the Novice Dressage at the RoR Championships 

Former racehorses competing in a Beaufort 

Polo Club International Match

Soviet Suspect and Rebecca Wilman at Aintree

Winner of the 1m Regional League Championship

Former racehorses competing in a Beaufort 

Joey Perhaps and Georgina Afonso Winners at SE Champs 

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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We would love to see YOUR pictures!  Please send them to 
info@ror.org.uk and we will print as many as we can!

Winner of the 1m Regional League Championship

Pete The Pastor and Rosie Till - Showjumping Club league Final winner



The RoR Musical Ride Display Team travelled down to 
Newmarket on Friday 15th September ahead of the 
Newmarket Open Weekend and their four performances at 
Palace House, the National Heritage Centre.

The Musical Ride Display Team is made up of eight former 
racehorses that between them have run in over 180 races 
and won approximately £250,000 in prize money. 

The horses were all trained in Yorkshire and are now ridden 
by their Yorkshire based ‘grass roots’ owner riders aged 
between 17 and 60 years of age. Their current performance 
is to a selection of music based on the sound track from the  
movie ‘‘Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron’’, arranged by the 
fantastic music supremo Tom Hunt, creator of Charlotte Du 
Jardin’s London 2012 and Rio 2016 Olympic Freestyle 
Dressage Gold medal winning music.  

RoR’s North East Regional Co-ordinator, Vicky Smart and 
team trainer Charlotte Wilson put together the Musical Ride 
Display Team in August 2014 with horses and riders who 
were attending organised RoR clinics within the region. 

The team train regularly throughout the year at Snainton 
Equestrian Centre near Scarborough and have performed at 
many prestigious racing and equestrian events around the 
country including QIPCO British Champions Day at Ascot, 
Sandown Park Racecourse, Belton Horse Trials, Chatsworth 
Horse Trials, Blenheim Horse Trials, Gatcombe Horse Trials, 
Malton and Middleham Open Days and more recently The 
Game Fair and Aintree International Equestrian Centre. 

The horses and the team were very glad to arrive in 
Newmarket after a long, slow journey down from North 
Yorkshire but we were well looked after by the excellent sta  
and students at the British Racing School. 

On Saturday morning we drove 
the short distance to Palace 
House and were impressed with 
the fabulous facilities and 
wonderful Peter O’Sullevan Arena 
which was all set up with a 20m x 
60m dressage arena ready for our 
display.  

We had been scheduled to do four performances during the 
afternoon and the fi rst two were watched by a big crowd 
while the third display was completed just before a massive 
cloud burst which literally drenched everyone and 
everything.   

Those who watched the display seemed to really appreciate 
the connection that the music made with the journey that 
these horses have been on.  The theme from the movie 
‘Spirit’ sung by Bryan Adams was combined with Brandon 
Flowers ‘I Can Change’ – and the RoR message was 
beautifully put across in the lyrics which seemed to resonate 
with many people.  Some even walked away with tears in 
their eyes after watching the way these eight horses and 
riders danced around the arena working together as a team. 

The choreography for the routine was cleverly designed by 
team trainer Charlotte Wilson and enabled the horses to 
work fi rst in single fi le and then in two’s, fours and even as 
an eight. Indeed the sight of eight former racehorses riding 
towards you down the full 60m of the arena in a perfect line 
and later turning around each other in a wheel was 
something very special to watch. 

These horses were born and bred for speed and trained to 
jump and run at high speed and even the slowest of them 
will have learnt to gallop as fast as possible away from other 
horses and yet there they all were working in harmony 
together, no winners, no losers just perfect synchrony telling 
the story of their lives.    

Sadly the fi nal performance had to be cancelled owing to the 
horrendous weather but the team returned on Sunday 
morning to put on one last performance for anyone who had 
missed it on Saturday.  

Musical Ride Display Team bring crowd to tears at 
Newmarket Open Weekend
By Vicky Smart 

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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“Some even 
walked away 
with tears in 
their eyes after 
watching”

The Musical Ride Team in action at  
Palace House



Team GB take bronze at Horseball Europeans 

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Scotland once again has had a fun and 
busy season. The season started with a 
showing clinic from Jo Bates in March 
followed by our great camp, held every 
year at Parkend Equestrian with 
Charlotte Ridley and David Gatherer. 
Twenty-four horses attended, including 
some old faces and some new faces.

Later In the summer we staged further 
educational events, including a visit to 
Floors Stud and a ‘Behind the Scenes’ 
trip to Kelso Racecourse, both were 
much enjoyed by all.

In May, we had the fi nal of the RoR Floors 
Castle 3 Phase Challenge, attracting 
entries from south of the Border. It was a 
lovely day, made all the more special due 
to the backdrop to our arena being the 
magnifi cent Floors Castle. We had two 
quality classes with the winner of the 

fi nal coming from Yorkshire, Maigold 
Rose. 

The Tattersalls Scottish Show Series 
continues to be popular culminating with 
the fi nal at the Highland Show in June. 
Congratulations to Louisa Hylands and 
Alefou D’Airy, who were crowned 
Supreme Champion. 

Tales of the season from north of the border

“It was a lovely day, made 
all the more special due to 
the backdrop to our arena 
being the magnifi cent 
Floors Castle.”

Alefou D’Airy and Louisa Hylands 
Highland Show Winners  

A team comprised of eight former racehorses won Great 
Britain its fi rst ever medal in Horseball at the European 
Championships.

In a dramatic conclusion to the play-o  for the bronze medal, 
Team GB scored with just three seconds remaining to beat 
Belgium 6 – 5 and take the bronze.

Eight riders and their former racehorses made the journey to 
Normandie Horse Show in Saint Lô, France to compete in the 
2017 Horseball FIHB European Championships. Team GB 
were up against National Pro-Elite teams from all over the 
continent, including defending champions France, along with 
Spain, Belgium, Portugal, Italy, Austria, Germany and the 
Netherlands.

A convincing win over Italy in the group stages secured 
Team GB’s passage through to the semi-fi nals, where they 
met the host nation and defending champions France. Team 
GB gave their all but the French eventually proved too 
strong, leaving Great Britain to play-o  against Belgium for 
the bronze medal.

With the scores were level at 5 – 5, a foul by the Belgians 
gave Team GB a penalty and free possession at the halfway-
line and the winner was scored with just three seconds 
remaining. Team GB celebrated their bronze and fi rst ever 
medal at a major championship.

The horses on the team are all former racehorses who 
enjoyed varying degrees of success. Included among them 
was Exponential, a horse who was famously backed down 
from 100/1 to 8/1 to win a race at Nottingham in 2004 when 
trained by Stuart Williams.  Now aged 15, Exponential and his 
rider Mike Barton have, thirteen years on, achieved another 
notable success.

For seven of the players, this was their second consecutive 
year playing together as part of Team GB Horseball, the 
exception was Reece McNamara who with his six-year-old 
mare Troya was representing Team GB Horseball for the fi rst 
time.

Left: Team GB (lighter blue) in action vs France 
and above, celebrating their bronze medal. 



For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Following the Racing to Polo Challenge, 
Mark Baldwin was presented with RoR’s 
Young Polo Producer Award which 
is presented annually to the player/
producer the Committee judge to have 
made the greatest contribution to 
retrained racehorses in polo. 

Paul Roy, Chairman of RoR, who 
awarded Mark with a cheque for £1,500 
said, “RoR support young players in the 
sport every year and each season we 
award our Best Producer Award to one 
individual in particular.”

David Morley, RoR’s Polo Representa-
tive, explains why Mark was awarded 
with the £1,500 Producer Award, “Mark 
has quite a big string of very good hors-
es, all of which are ex-racehorses. Mark 
is quite unusual in that he is producing 
horses for himself, not to sell – it is 
therefore very hard to get Mark to part 
with any of his horses. He is a great 
advocate for RoR as you usually see 
people with two or three ex-racehorses 
in their string, but Mark’s string is all 
retrained racehorses.”

Earlier this year Mark was a member 
of the winning England Team who won 
the FIP World Cup Qualifi ers in Chantil-
ly. Throughout the tournament he was 
mounted on a selection of his retrained 
racehorses and it was this performance 
in particular that caught the eyes of the 
RoR Committee.

Q) What do you look for in a 
Thoroughbred?
Anything between 15 to 16hh, with a 
kind eye and the will to please.

Q) How long does it take you to 
retrain them?
About three years, although it is very 
dependent on the horse and how much 
time I have available to spend on them, 
but I normally try to start playing them 
hard when they’re around seven.

Q) Do you have a specifi c process 
that you follow with each horse?
For me every horse is di erent, so 
therefore the only thing specifi c about 
my process would be working out what 
each individual needs in order to get 
the best out of them. That can be any-
thing from increasing their confi dence 
to making sure I don’t bore them with 
the same task.

Q) Why did you start retraining 
racehorses?
Because I needed a way to get myself 
better mounted and my mum has dealt 
with Thoroughbreds all her life, so 
understands what to look for and how 
to handle them. But from there I also 
found it was something that I was nat-
urally quite good at, and also enjoyed 
doing. Additionally it gives me access 
to horses that, no matter how much 
money I could have to spend, would 
have never even been o ered to me.

Q) How do you fi nd them?
It consists of my mum spend-
ing a lot of hours looking and 
driving around the country. 
We have a few trainers we 
like, but a good horse can 
come from anywhere.

Q) What are the benefi ts of 
playing a Thoroughbred in 
polo?
With the game of polo 
getting faster and faster, 
grounds constantly improv-
ing and the rules changing, 
you need speed and power, 
which is exactly what a 
Thoroughbred was bred for. 
There is also something re-
warding about giving a horse a second 
chance.

Q) Can you tell us about your best 
retrained racehorse?
My best mare is Nica, or Nicaldani. She 
is a 15.2hh, 10-year-old chestnut mare 
with a big white blaze. I’ve had her 
since she was a two-year-old and she 
is unbelievably agile and so light to ride 
– you can go anywhere on her. She has 
the ability to play the 4 goal at Beaufort 
and then the high goal the next day. 
The only thing that limits how well I play 
on her is me. Personally, I have played 
her from 2 goal up to 18 goal, and also 
in the World Championship qualifi ers in 
Chantilly, she has also played for Luke 
Tomlinson in the Gold Cup.

     Q+A  With Mark Baldwin, winner of the 
RoR Young Polo Producer Award

Mark Baldwin is presented with 
the Balding Trophy by Ian 

Balding and Paul Roy

Aussie Sky and Matt 
SImpson

Drastic Art and 
Henry Brett



“Thoroughbreds are 
the worlds most 
athletic breed of 

Q) What is your role for RoR? 
As RoR’s Welfare and Veterinary advisor 
my role is to run the charity’s Vulnerable 
Horse Scheme which demonstrates the 
racing industry’s ongoing responsibility 
for the welfare of former racehorses.

Q) What was your background prior to 
joining RoR? 
My career as a veterinary surgeon has 
been very varied, starting in general 
practice, followed by twenty years in 
the Army culminating as Director of 
Veterinary and Remount Services and 
Queen’s Honorary Veterinary Surgeon. I 
then took up the post as Chief Executive 
of the Horse Trust, which along with 
the Levy Board was the leading funder 
of equine scientifi c research, as well as 
operating the Home of Rest for Horses 
which is the world’s oldest horse charity 
inspired by the classic novel, Black 
Beauty.

Q) Can you tell us more about the 
Vulnerable Horse Scheme and the 
rehabilitation and retraining centres 
you work with? 
RoR operates its Vulnerable Horse 
Scheme through a national network 
of fi fteen independent rehabilitation 
and retraining centres that are mostly 
charities in their own right.  Centres are 
selected on their expertise in retraining 
racehorses for a second career and their 
compliance with the National Equine 
Welfare Council’s Code of Practice. 

The scheme is available to horses that 
have either raced or been in training in 
the UK, but only in exceptional circum-
stances does this include horses direct-
ly from racing, if the owner or trainer 
fails to fulfi l their moral responsibility to 
secure the horse’s future welfare. 

Vulnerable horses have typically 
changed ownership several times since 
retirement from racing and in com-
mon with the problem throughout the 
equestrian world, are usually victims of a 
lack of resources by the owner to meet 
the necessary commitment, care and 
not least the cost of keeping a horse. 
Although approximately 100 horses are 
assisted by the scheme annually the 
former racehorse represents a dispro-
portionately small percentage of equine 
welfare cases nationally.

Q) What is the process by which RoR 
steps in and helps horses? 
Assistance is available to any former 
racehorse that has fallen on hard 
times but the retraining programme is 
reserved for horses that are generally 
under 16 years old with the potential for 
a quality life in any equestrian activity or 
as a companion animal. 

The centres take great care to match a 
horse’s ability and temperament with 
appropriate responsible new owners 
providing a secure future. Emergency 
funding is also available for the prompt 
and timely assistance to any retired 
racehorses found to be neglected, 
ill-treated or sick and in need of immedi-
ate attention.  This would typically cover 
the costs of transportation, veterinary 
care and keep until the situation is 
resolved and a long-term solution is 
found. 

Q) Where does the funding for the 
Emergency Relief Fund and the 
horse’s on-going care come from? 
Funding for the centres and Emergency 
Relief is paid on a case by case basis 
and comes from the racing industry via 
a levy paid for by owners and partici-
pants. RoR’s two pronged approach to 
welfare combines direct action schemes 
with its campaign to promote the ad-
aptability of the former racehorse to the 
whole spectrum of equestrian activities. 
It is very satisfying to see RoR’s work 
transforming a vulnerable horse to one 
that goes on to a long and happy sec-
ond career after racing. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 
Paul Jepson on his role as RoR Welfare O¢  cer

“It is very satisfying to see RoR’s 
work transforming a vulnerable 
horse to one that goes on to a 
long and happy second career”
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Gulf of Naples - The Racehorse turned Army Horse
Few former racehorses can match the 
range of activities Gulf Of Naples has 
enjoyed since retiring from racing and 
joining the Army. 

Since being taken on by Private Holly Hall 
of the Royal Logistics Corps, Gulf Of 
Naples has, among other things, paraded 
in front of The Queen, joined British 
Showjumping, and enjoyed several days 
drag hunting. 

Trained by Mark Johnston on the track, 
‘Naples’, as he is known in the Forces, won 
over £60,000 in his racing career, 
including fi nishing fourth in the 2012 
running of the Ascot Gold Cup, where the 
winner was fellow British Showjumper, 
Colour Vision. 

Naples has been with Holly for three years 
and has had a go at everything from team 
chasing to dressage, eventing and 
parading in front of Her Majesty the 
Queen at the Royal Windsor Horse Show. 

The pair are now members of British 
Showjumping and hope to rise 
through the ranks over the coming 
seasons. 

Holly herself is no stranger to a 
racecourse, having been an 
apprentice Jockey for Simon 
Callaghan and John Hills. She had 
over 100 rides and 10 winners and 
she still rides out in Newmarket for 
young Flat trainer, George Peckham.

Holly has been in the Army Reserves for 
two years and in 2017 was selected, with 
Naples, to represent the newly 
established Armed Forces Equestrian 
Team.
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O¢  ce 2, Penfold Building
Westfi eld Farm
East Garston
Berkshire
RG17 7HD

T: 01488 648998
E: info@ror.org.uk

Our Patrons:

Getting involved Supporting RoR
For news of upcoming RoR events 
please visit our website www.ror.org.uk 
and click on the discipline you are 
particularly interested in. 

If you are considering buying or taking 
a former racehorse on loan, or have 
one that you would like to sell or loan 
out then please visit our new Source 
a Horse website: 
www.rorsourceahorse.org.uk. 

Whilst RoR receives registration fees from RoR 
supporters, and funding from the racing industry, we 
are still very reliant on fundraising and donations in 
order to meet the daily operational costs. 

If you would like to support RoR and enable us to 
meet and expand the level of activities and welfare 
assistance we currently provide, then please visit our 
website and click on donate. Alternatively if you 
would like to send us a donation, please make a 
cheque out to Retraining of Racehorses and send it 
to our address as detailed above. Thank you. 

Our Ambassadors:

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY...

21ST OCTOBER 
End of Season Party 
Doncaster Racecourse 

29TH OCTOBER
RoR Racing to Hunting 
Challenge - Aintree 

2ND DECEMBER 
Ladbrokes Winter Carnival  
Newbury Raceourse 

3RD DECEMBER 
Stallion Nomination 
Auction - Tattersalls 

11TH DECEMBER
RoR Awards Night 
Newmarket

Clare Balding OBE Sir Anthony McCoy Frankie Dettori MBE Richard Johnson

Yvette Dixon - RoR Trustee
A judge at the ROA and Go¥ s UK Showing Championships 
I have only recently had the honour of becoming a RoR trus-
tee through my work as a member of the ROA council and 
so I was surprised and delighted to be invited to judge on 
the fi nal evening of the ROA and Go� s UK Showing Champi-
onships at Aintree. 

I have been involved with showing for over 40 years, and 
I had a wonderful experience showing my own retrained 
racehorse in both ladies and lightweight hunter classes in 
my twenties. I have also enjoyed breeding and racing horses 
myself and now help my son Scott in his business as a race-
horse trainer.

2017 was my fi rst visit to the RoR championships and what 
struck me most was the obvious love, care and commitment 
each of the competitors have for their horses. As I sat and 
watched the classes unfold - I found it deeply moving to 
witness the special bonds that had been created between 
the riders, handlers and the horses in each of the classes.           
In all my years of travelling the country and attending shows 

I had never seen anything 
quite like it. It was truly 
humbling and I must confess 
that by the time the parade of 
stars had fi nished I had tears 
streaming down my face. 

My co-judge for the ROA 
and Go s UK Supreme 
Championship was the very 
experienced bloodstock 
agent David Minton and I 
was desperately hoping our 
fi nal decision would be unanimous, as I knew it was going to 
be tough to reach a verdict. What I did not expect was to be 
treated to individual displays that would have graced the are-
na of HOYS  Each competitor pulled out all the stops to show 
what their former racehorse could do in their new careers 
and it was truly a privilege to watch and co-judge. 
It was very di³  cult to choose the Supreme Champion, how-
ever, one little horse just stood out, never put a foot wrong 
and was beautifully ridden side-saddle, showing just how 
far he had come since his racecourse days. Leg yields and 
counter canter were all carried o  with aplomb, his rhythm 
and cadence throughout his display never faulted and he had 
manners to match. David and I were therefore unanimous in 
awarding the championship to Lizzie Harris and Wild West. 

In summary, the most important thing, and what I will take 
away with me from the evening, was the love, passion and 
commitment each of you have for your horses. Huge thanks 
are due to the show committee, the judges, stewards and 
all at RoR for their determination, drive and commitment to 
ensuring the event was such a success. And lastly to the 
sponsors, particularly the ROA and Go s, for having the vision 
to support racehorses not just in their racing days, but also in 
their long and fulfi lling second careers. 




