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#FEELTHELOVE
RoR partners with #GoRacingGreen to 
raise mental health awareness

Set up by Debbie Matthews, the #Go-
RacingGreen initiative aims to increase 
awareness of mental health issues and 
encourage those suffering with invisible 
conditions to go racing. The plan is to work 
with racecourses to make them more ac-
cessible and to create a #GoRacingGreen 
community.

The proceeds from #GoRacingGreen mer-
chandise are to be shared between RoR 
and the Samaritans. goracinggreen.co.uk 

New RoR website, plus Owner Trainer 
helpline and Source a Horse relaunch

In 2019 RoR launched a new website. With 
the scale of the charity and its responsibilities 
having grown extensively, the website has 
been subject to a well deserved overhaul to 
highlight RoR’s key objectives of Welfare and 
Education and Training and Competitions, to-
gether with Rehoming and Sourcing. 

The new site enables members to find train-
ing and competitions in their area, making 
RoR more accessible to all.

The site sits along-side the ‘Source a Horse’ 
website, which promotes the sale and loan of 
former racehorses, supported by RoR’s own 
Owner Trainer help and advice line.

RoR Goffs UK National Championships 

RoR Parade at Ascot Racecourse on King 
George Day 



“Protecting and 
promoting the welfare of 
former racehorses is at 

the root of all our work. ”

Welcome to the 2019 Edition of Changing Rein

Former racehorse, Arctic Soul and Gemma Tattersall at Mitsubishi Badminton 
Horse Trials    (courtesy of Kit Houghton Photography)
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Yvette Dixon , 
RoR Trustee

Introduction by Di Arbuthnot
RoR Chief Executive

As the charity responsible for the welfa-
re of retired racehorses means we are a 
multi-faceted operation. Our roles include 
providing advice for owners taking on a 
former racehorse, staging a wide range of 
competitive opportunities to enable  race-
horses to thrive in a second career, promo-
ting the use of thoroughbreds for equine 
assisted therapy and ensuring the infrast-
ructure is in place to care for any former 
racehorse that may become vulnerable. 

2018 saw the introduction of RoR Club 
Nights aimed at helping those who are 
new to looking after a thoroughbred. The 
evenings give new owners the chance to 
talk to fellow riders and get help with their 
retraining programme. The club nights are 
run in addition to the residential camps, 
workshops and clinics held across our re-
gions. It is all part of an expanding educa-
tion strategy overseen by our Head of 
National Development, Anne Walker, ably 
assisted by her nationwide and enthusias-
tic team of regional coordinators. 

Another educational initiative introduced 
last year was the RoR Showcase, held 
at Aintree Racecourse in October.  The 
inaugural Showcase was a great success, 
comprising a whole day of demonstrations 
and teach-ins given by experts from a ran-
ge of equine disciplines. It proved popular 
with both RoR members and those looking 
to take on a thoroughbred in the future. 

We are very grateful to the Racing Foun-
dation for their support of these initiatives 
that are helping develop and grow this im-
portant pillar of RoR’s work. 

The RoR Awards, held in December, pro-
vided more heart-warming stories, not le-

ast that of Monkerty Tunkerty, 2018’s RoR 
Horse of the Year. The awards are covered 
in more detail in the newsletter. There are 
also further examples of the joy former 
racehorses bring their owners in the fea-
ture on the Heart Awards, held at our End 
Of Season party at Doncaster Racecourse. 

Using thoroughbreds to help those in 
need is another growing area. We conti-
nue to support Greatwood and their pro-
gamme to help children and young peo-
ple with educational needs. In Scotland, 
Horseback UK are using thoroughbreds 
and horsemanship to inspire recovery and 
restore self-esteem to physically and men-
tally wounded servicemen and women; 
and another of our accredited rehoming 
centres, HEROS, use former racehorses 
as an essential tool in training teenagers 
with special educational needs to develop 
a knowledge of riding, horsecare and ma-
nagement so they can gain employment 
with horses.  

Protecting and promoting the welfare of 
former racehorses is at the root of RoR’s 
work but it is arguably most visible through 
our ‘Vulnerable Horse Scheme’. In 2018 
RoR funded the care of 103 vulnerable for-
mer racehorses at the charity’s nationwide 
network of accredited rehoming centres.  
This is in addition to providing emergency 
funds for rescue cases.  Thankfully, such 
cases are few and far between, but wor-
king alongside the RSPCA, World Horse 
Welfare and other welfare organisations, 
RoR is proactive in this space and in a po-
sition to act when the need arises.

Increasing awareness and understanding 
of the charity’s work remains an on-going 
objective. The RoR Parades on racecour-

ses, generously supported by the Peter 
O’Sullevan Trust, provide a platform from 
which to inform and educate. Last year we 
also held a series of RoR Awareness Days 
in conjunction with ARC Racecourses gi-
ving the racing public a chance to get up 
close to locally based former racehorses. 
Our exhibition van was also active at seve-
ral other events, including the NTF Even-
ting Championships at Gatcombe and the 
Lycetts Polo Thoroughbred Championship 
at Cowdray Park.

The RoR team is busy working on 2019’s 
events and activities, of which there will 
be more than ever before, and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank our spon-
sors and racing industry stakeholders for 
their ongoing support of RoR in our aim to 
give former racehorses a fulfilling life after 
racing.

“trained to run, 
retrained for fun”
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RoR Horse of the Year - Monkerty Tunkerty
The RoR Horse of the Year, sponsored by The Jockey 
Club, was the final prize given at the RoR Elite Awards. 
The judging panel of RoR Patron, Sir Anthony McCoy and 
TV presenter Luke Harvey selected Monkerty Tunkerty, 
to the surprise and delight of the gelding’s devoted 
owner, trainer and rider Jess Westwood. 
Since 2010 ‘Monkey’ has been in the care of Jess 
Westwood, who as well as training Monkerty Tunkerty, 
also rode him to victory in four point-to-points and to his 
first win under rules. Monkerty Tunkerty retired from 
racing in 2016 after a career in which he won nine races.
Jess Westwood recalls: “We bought him as a 7-year-old 
for myself to train and ride. We did not actually think a lot 
of him initially, but he won first time out for me at a local 
point-to-point and I was over the moon. And that was the 
beginning of an incredible journey.
“We decided to retire him in 2016 as he had lost his form. 
We then re-schooled him and did a lot of flat work and hill 
work, just teaching him to be a ‘normal’ horse again.” 
Now aged 16, Monkerty Tunkerty is a shining example of 
the thoroughbred’s versatility, enjoying success in 
showing, dressage and showjumping. In the show ring 
this year he won on his first attempt in open company 
and in the summer he started competing in affiliated 
British Showjumping events, winning three classes 
before heading to the RoR Goffs UK National 
Championships at Aintree, where he was placed at 
championship level in three different disciplines. 
The bond between Jess and Monkey is particularly 
strong and both have helped each other through some 
difficult times: 
“I had a serious fall in a point-to-point and I was flown to 
hospital. It was my second serious head injury and for a 
time my left side was paralysed. I think, to be honest, he 
is the reason why I am still here today. He kept me going 
throughout my rehabilitation.

He gave me five winners as a jockey, he won nine races 
himself, I’ve won county shows on him, I’ve won affiliated 
jumping classes, we’ve done so well in dressage and 
showing. He’s a one in a million horse, I would not change 
a thing about him.”

Monkerty Tunkerty (Jess Westwood) at Hickstead in the 2018 RoR Tattersalls 
Show Series Final

Jess Westwood receives Monkerty Tunkerty’s Horse of the Year 
award from Mike Cattermole, Luke Harvey and RoR Chairman, Paul 
Roy.

“At Aintree he was 
placed at 

Championship 
level in three 
disciplines”

RoR run 45 different series 
at all levels, in 14 different 

disciplines



What Of It reigns at RoR Goffs UK National Championships
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The 2018 RoR Goffs UK National Championships pro-
duced six days of high quality competition concluding 
with the final evening performance under lights in the 
Aintree International Equestrian Centre. The ninetieth 
and final class saw the coveted title of Goffs UK Supre-
me Champion 2018, together with a first prize of £2,500, 
awarded to What Of It, ridden by Hannah Horton, an 
achievement that crowned a fantastic season for the pair. 

The 15-year-old gelding, already the winner of the RoR 
Tattersalls Show Series Championship at Hickstead in 
June, was adjudged Supreme Champion by a panel of 
judges including jockey Nico de Boinville. What Of It and 
Hannah Horton beat a strong field that included three 
previous Supreme Champions. 

During a racing career spanning eight years, What Of It 
won four Hunter Chases and four Point-to-Points befo-
re being retired in 2015. In the show ring the son of Tel 
Quel has previously qualified for Horse of the Year Show 
(HOYS) but victories at Hickstead and Aintree in 2018 
took him and Hannah to a new level of success.

What Of It is a family horse, remaining in the ownership 
of his former trainer Sarah Ward and her son Tom, who 
won three races on him. Equipped with an impeccable 
temperament, What Of It regularly escorts young horses 
out hacking and has also done some arena eventing, 
some cross-country and trained-up several Pony Club 
members. 

2018 was the fourth running of the RoR Goffs UK Natio-
nal Championships. A record number of over 300 horses 
competed in 90 classes at the six-day event, sponsored 
by leading bloodstock auctioneers Goffs UK. 

Highlights included the RoR Dressage Series Cham-
pionships and the RoR National Showing Champions-
hips, as well as a range of classes open to all former 
racehorses registered with RoR. 

Scooping up two of the principle prizes in the dressage 
championships was the 17-year-old gelding, Jimmy Hay, 
ridden by Jenny Bulman, a horse that epitomises the 
benefits of giving former racehorses a second career. 
In four races in 2004, Jimmy Hay only managed to beat 
two horses, finishing plum last on three of his four runs. 

Fourteen years after retiring from racing his career is at 
an all time high with his Aintree wins adding to his two 
existing RoR Elite Dressage titles presented at the RoR 
Awards in 2016 and 2017.

At the 2017 championships, Lizzie Harris enjoyed a week 
to remember as she and Wild West won several clas-
ses culminating in being crowned Supreme Champion. 
This year she rode the 11-year-old Lough Inch to victory 
in four classes, including the valuable RoR Jockey Club 
Novice Show Horse Championship. Before turning his 
hand to showing, Lough Inch won a remarkable nineteen 
Point-to-Point races and is now proving equally adept in 
the show ring. 

A record number 
of over 300 

horses competed 
in 90 classes over 

the six days

Jimmy Hay (Jenny Bulman), Medium Racehorse to Dressage 
Horse Champions

Supreme Champion, What Of It, owned by Sarah Ward and ridden by Hannah 
Horton pictured with the judges who included jockey, Nico de Boinville
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As well as former Cheltenham Gold Cup winner, Don Cos-
sack, other horses known for their exploits on the track in 
action at Aintree included Noland, who won first prize in the 
Glamour Stakes, Time For Rupert, Always Waining and the 
popular chaser Monkerty Tunkerty. 

Looking back over the six days, RoR Chief Executive, Di Ar-
buthnot, said: “Our thanks to Goffs UK for their sponsors-
hip and Aintree Racecourse for hosting the event and their 
wonderful all-year-round support for RoR. Special mention 
should be made of Carly Sage and the Equestrian Centre 
team and our own Head of National Development, Anne 
Walker, without whom the championships would not be the 
success they have become.

The standard improves each year, in particular with regard 
to the showing, and it never ceases to warm the heart to 
see the horses so wonderfully turned out and the pleasu-
re evident among the riders from just competing at these 
championships.”

Former Cheltenham Gold Cup winner Don Cossack and 
rider Louise Lyons take a first look at the arena

RoR Awards Evening - A night to remember
The annual RoR Awards were held at The Jockey Club 
Rooms in Newmarket in December where the evergreen 
and ever popular Monkerty Tunkerty was crowned 2018 RoR 
Horse of the Year. 

The awards celebrate the versatility and adaptability of for-
mer racehorses with trophies and total prize money of over 
£17,000 going to the year’s elite champions in dressage, en-
durance, eventing, polo, showing and showjumping. 

During the course of the evening some wonderful stories 
were told of former racehorses that have only found their 
true niche once tried in a different discipline. 

One such example was Faye Belle, winner of the Elite Polo 
Champion award, a mare who was unplaced in all of her 
career starts as a two-year-old. Now as a seven-year-old she 
competes at the very top level in international polo and is 
owned and ridden by David Pelon Stirling, the Uruguayan 
polo player ranked number four in the world. 

Faye Belle was prepared and produced for her polo career 
by Will Brasher, who was on hand at the Jockey Club Rooms 
to collect the award. Brasher describes watching Faye Bel-
le, the horse he produced, playing in the Queen’s Cup and 
the Gold Cup for one the world’s best players as “the most 
amazing feeling”.

The winner of the RoR Special Recognition Award was 16-ye-
ar-old Peopleton Brook, a sprinter who ran over 90 times du-
ring his racing career and who is now performing a valuable 
role at the charity Horseback UK. Having been re-trained by 
Horseback UK co-founder, Jock Hutchinson, ‘Brook’ heads 
the charity’s team of horses working with physically and 
mentally wounded veterans.

Jock Hutchinson said: “Peopleton Brook is a horse whose 
career and recovery epitomises the journeys endured by 
all those we serve at Horseback UK. He has a new career 
and has found his niche and in turn the servicemen and wo-
men who work with him re-discover their purpose and con-
fidence.” 

RoR Chief Executive, Di Arbuthnot said: “Seeing the delight 
on the faces of the award winners and hearing their backs-

tories and their triumphs over adversity is not only very he-
art-warming, it is also reassuring in terms of the strategy we 
have undertaken in recent years. The disciplines are beco-
ming increasingly competitive and the quality of winner is 
improving year on year.”

 

The winning connections of the Elite Award winners from the 
2018 RoR Awards night at The Jockey Club Rooms

“In four races in 2004, Jimmy Hay finished plum last three times. Fourteen years after retiring from 
racing, his career is at an all time high.”

“Faye Belle now 
competes at the 
very top level in 

International 
Polo”



GALLERY

Faye Belle and David Pelon Stirling RoR Elite Polo Award Winner

Watergate Bay and Harriet Colderick, RoR Elite Eventing Performance Award winners

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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Danaan Prince and Shelly Moores, Elementary winners at Blenheim Dressage Championships

Winners Gallery 2019

 Storm Blue and Annabelle Jay, 

RoR Elite Showjumping Award winners

Fruity O Rooney and Beccy Green on parade at Ascot

Jack The Giant and Clare Poole at RoR 

Goffs UK National Championships



Finalists of the Ri-Dry Racing to Hunting Challenge 
at Aintree

Cheeky Wee Red and Alice Pullem, RoR Elite Dressage Performance Award winners

Stockade and Claire Lewis, RoR/BS Bronze 

League Champions

RoR In Hand class at RoR Goffs UK Championships 2018

Jive Master and Paige Smart, RoR/BS Club League Champions

For news and updates please visit www.ror.org.uk 
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We would love to see YOUR pictures!  Please send them to  
info@ror.org.uk and we will print as many as we can!

Former racehorses in the Semi Finals of the King Power Gold Cup at Cowdray

Winners Gallery 2019
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Gold Nugget, owned by Jane Moss and ridden by Andrew Downes, 
winners of the  RoR /NTF Eventing Championships at the Magic Millions 

Festival of Eventing, Gatcombe Park, 2018 

The first staging at Gatcombe Park of the RoR NTF Retrained 
Racehorse Eventing Championship produced a thrilling finish 
and an exciting winner in Gold Nugget, ridden by Andrew 
Downes, who took first prize with a final score of 34.7 penalties. 
In second place, just 0.1 of a penalty point behind, was Dream Big, 
ridden by Tom McEwen. Highlighting the quality and strength of 
the class, in third place was the 2017 winner, Zippi Jazzman, 
ridden by Izzy Taylor, and in fourth, Summon Up The Blood and 
Carlos Parro, who had performed with such distinction when 
representing Brazil at the 2016 Rio Olympics.
2018 was the first time the National Trainers’ Federation 
sponsored final had been held at Gatcombe Park, forming part of 
the Magic Millions Festival of British Eventing. Her Royal Highness 
The Princess Royal joined trainer Richard Phillips, representing 
the NTF, on the podium to make the presentation to the winning 
owner and rider, which included a cheque for £2,000. 
Gold Nugget is a nine-year-old gelding with an exciting future in 
eventing. A son of Elusive City, he was in training with Richard 
Hannon Snr but showed little ability on the racetrack and it is as 
an eventer that he is making his mark. 
Owner Jane Moss has watched rider Andrew Downes nurture 
Gold Nugget as the pair have progressed through the ranks. 
Crowned RoR Elite Eventing Champion of 2017, Gold Nugget, has 
this year graduated to Advanced level.  
A year younger and also very promising is the runner-up and 
aptly named, Dream Big. Formerly trained by Jo Crowley and 
then Tim Vaughan, Dream Big was chasing shadows on the 
racecourse when finishing down the field to subsequent Group 
class horses Romsdal and Big Orange in a maiden at Kempton 
Park. However, the daughter of Echo Of Light clearly has a bright 
future in eventing and was only denied victory at Gatcombe by 
the narrowest margin. 
First staged in 2003, the RoR Eventing Championship is an 
Intermediate Novice Class open to thoroughbreds who have 
raced in Great Britain. The NTF sponsored championship has a 
prize fund of £6,000 and a first prize of £2,000. 

Di Arbuthnot, Chief Executive of RoR said:
“We are thrilled with how the class went both in terms of the 
calibre of the horses attracted and the transfer of the event to 
Gatcombe where it formed an integral part of the Magic Millions 
Festival of British Eventing”

“Crowned RoR Elite Eventing Champion of 2017, Gold 
Nugget graduated to Advanced Level in 2018”

Gold Nugget wins NTF Eventing Championship at Gatcombe Park

Gold Nugget with rider Andrew Downes, winners of the 2018 RoR         
NTF Eventing Championship

At 20 years old, Kasilia was the eldest of the six horses competing 
in the final of the RoR Racing to Hunting Challenge, but the gelding 
from Berwickshire proved that age is just a number when taking 
first prize in the prestigious event worth £3,500 to the winner and 
their local hunt. 

Sponsored by Ri-Dry waterproof clothing, the RoR Racing to 
Hunting Challenge is in it’s second year in celebrating those 
former racehorses that have adapted to a second career in the 
hunting field. Once again it produced a very competitive final, 
staged courtesy of Aintree Racecourse in October on their 
Countryside Day. 

In a racing career spanning over thirty races, both under rules 
and in point-to-points, Kasilia was first past the post only once, 
but together with his owner and rider Amy Brown, the pair now 
have a memorable victory at Aintree to look back on. 

Amy Brown whips-in for the Berwickshire Hunt, so Kasilia was 
thrown in at the deep end when his hunting career got un-
derway, but at the age of 20, after a decade of regular hunting, 
he still goes out at least once a week and is fittingly described 
by Amy as “absolutely the perfect hunter”. 

As winners, Kasilia and Amy were awarded the Meriel Tufnell 
Trophy, a Ri-Dry waterproof jacket and a cash prize of £3,500, 
split between the winning horse’s rider and their local hunt. 

On what was a good day for those from north of the border, the 
runner-up position was awarded to The Friary and Struan Wil-
son from the Tynedale Hunt, while the supporters of Wee Bertie 
and Chris Thomson, who had travelled up from the Ashford Val-
ley Tickham in Kent, were rewarded with third place. 

All six finalists performed with great credit and received prizes 
for their efforts, the remaining three being Johnny Mullen, rid-
den by Becky Morby from the Wilton, Kikos, ridden by Amy Mor-
gan from the Heythrop, and Nikola, ridden by Margaret Morris 
from the South Notts Hunt. 

Kasilia, owned and ridden by Amy Brown, receive the winner’s 
cheque from Ri-Dry’s Dan Watt for the 2018 Racing to Hunting 
Challenge

Age no barrier for Kasilia in Ri-Dry Racing to Hunting Challenge



Cowdray Park showcases former racehorses thriving in Polo 
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The adaptability of former racehorses was to the fore du-
ring a fantastic day of high goal polo on semi-finals day of 
the King Power Gold Cup at Cowdray Park.

In between two thrilling semi-final matches, both of which 
featured former racehorses, Retraining of Racehorses 
(RoR), held its annual ‘Racing to Polo Challenge’ and also 
made the presentation for RoR’s Young Producer Award 
2018, given to the player who has made the best contribu-
tion to retraining racehorses for polo. 

The winner of the ‘Racing to Polo Challenge’ was the 
six-year-old mare Drawn To Be A Lady, ridden and pre-
pared by Will Brasher who received the Balding Trophy, a 
cheque for £1,500 and a winner’s rug courtesy of Lycetts. 

A daughter of Avonbridge, Drawn To Be A Lady ran three 
times, twice for Bill Turner and once for Michael Attwater, 
in an undistinguished racing career. Bought out of racing 
two years ago out by Will Brasher, Drawn To Be A Lady im-
mediately showed a greater aptitude for polo. Will says of 
the mare: “She loves her work and always tries her best. 
I am very hopeful she has what it takes to get to the top.” 

The runner-up, in an 11 strong field made up entirely of 
mares, was Maidana, ridden by Nick Johnson, and in third 
place was Sweets’N’Sheets, also ridden by Will Brasher.

The judging panel comprised Rob Cudmore, the former 
professional polo player and well-known breeder and trai-
ner of polo ponies, together with Martyn Meade and Da-
vid Loder, both polo enthusiasts with successful careers 
in the racing industry. 

The ‘Racing to Polo Challenge’ took place between the 
two semi-final matches for the King Power Gold Cup. The 
first match saw El Remanso defeat La Indiana 14-13 in 
overtime and featured nine former racehorses among the 
ponies in action in a remarkable game. Judged to be ‘RoR 
Best Playing Pony’ was the twelve year-old mare, Dazzel, 
the mount of La Indiana’s Alec White. Dazzel was 

bred by, and originally raced for Bill Gredley when trained 
by David Lanigan. 

The second semi-final also went to overtime before La 
Bamba de Areco scored the decisive winner to beat RH 
Polo 10-9. Judged ‘RoR Best Playing Pony’ in this match 
was Faye Belle, ridden by David Pelon Stirling, who would 
go on to also be crowned 2018 RoR Elite Polo Champion. 

The winner of the Young Producer Award was Jimbo Fe-
uster, who collected a trophy and a cheque for £1,500. 
The award was devised by RoR Chairman Paul Roy as a 
means of recognising the value of the work done by those 
who invest their own money in taking horses from racing 
and retraining them for polo. Six producers, responsible 
for retraining 96 former racehorses between them, were 
in the running and the panel selected Jimbo Feuster. 

RoR Chief Executive, Di Arbuthnot, said: “We are so gra-
teful to Cowdray Park for allowing us to be part of this day, 
with RoR’s events taking place at this world renowned ve-
nue” 

Racing to Polo Challenge winner Drawn To Be A Lady ridden by Will 
Brasher

Will Brasher and his team receive their prizes following the victory of 
Drawn To Be A Lady

“Polo is such an 
important outlet for 

former racehorses and 
today has showcased, 
once again, that it is a 

sport that former 
racehorses can go to 

the very top in.”



Celebrating your love for former racehorses - RoR Heart Awards
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The RoR End of Season Party was a special night for owners 
of former racehorses as the winners of the 2018 RoR Heart 
Awards were announced. From over 300 nominations, 24 for-
mer racehorses reached the shortlist and over 3,000 online 
public votes were counted to decide the 12 finalists in four 
categories. RoR Patron Clare Balding then chose the eventual 
winners. 

11-year-old Elsie’s Star owned by Helen Corner from County 
Durham, won the ‘Biggest Heart Award’, awarded to the horse 
that has shown the best temperament. Elsie’s calm and trus-
ting nature was key to helping Helen regain her confidence 
following a riding accident earlier in the year and the pair went 
on to glory at the NAF Riding Club National Show Jumping 
Championship. 

Helen says; “She is loved by everyone who knows her, she lets my 
11-year-old daughter ride her. She has excelled in showjumping, 
dressage and cross-country and brings home the ribbons! I ho-
nestly can’t put into words what she has done for my confidence.” 

The winner of the ‘Healthy Heart Award’, given to the best 
all-rounder, was 24-year-old Native Caption.  ‘Donald’, as he is 
known, has been with Karen Harrison from Cheshire for 16 ye-
ars and in that time he has thrived as an eventer, also enjoying 
success in dressage and showjumping and more recently 
teaching Karen’s partner to ride.

When Karen was diagnosed with cancer, she says that Donald 
was her rock and made her treatment more bearable.  “During 
my chemotherapy I felt so ill and my treat before each session 
was a ride on Donald. He was so good with me, my balance 
and strength was at an all time low and he always behaved 
perfectly. I don’t think we will ever find such a versatile horse 
again, he is our horse of a lifetime.”

The handsome 11-year-old grey Stilo Blue Native won the ‘RoR 
Heart Throb’. ‘Blue’ finished racing in 2017 and began retrai-
ning in 2018. Owner Samantha Osborne, from North Yorkshire 
said: “He has blossomed in the past 12 months going from a 

severely lean 16.2hh frame to a loving tank who adores cudd-
les, grooming, human attention, learning and friendship. He 
is beautiful inside and out and I couldn’t imagine life without 
him.”

The winner of the ‘RoR Heart Stopper’, awarded to a horse that 
has overcome adversity, was 16-year-old Danish Blue, owned 
by Stacey Barr from North Lanarkshire.  

Bought five years ago from a field, Stacey has slowly nurtured 
and cared for Blue to transform and retrain him. Now five ye-
ars on, Blue and Stacey have qualified for Area Festivals, the 
British Dressage Championships, Thoroughbred Champions-
hips and RoR National Championships. “Blue has grown from 
rescue to reserve champion! He is an amazing horse with lots 
of grit. He constantly raises the bar to new heights with each 
new challenge.  He really is a diamond in the rough.”

Stilo Blue Native, winner of the Heart Throb Award

Great turnout for the first RoR Showcase
Visitors to the inaugral RoR Showcase in November, had the 
chance to enjoy live demonstrations and clinics featuring over 20 
former racehorses, as well as a wide range of up-close demos in 
and around two Arenas. Showing, dressage, jumping, eventing, 
endurance, natural horsemanship, western riding, long lining, 
and horseball were showcased.

A line up of top trainers and experts including Olympian even-
ter Jeanette Brakewell, show producer Katie Jerram-
Hunnable, British Dressage Training Director Paul Hayler, na-
tural horseman Guy Robertson and other equine specialists 
shared their knowledge on selecting, caring for, and retrai-
ning the thoroughbred after racing for various equine discip-
lines. 

Racing industry experts included racehorse trainer Bryan 
Smart and vet Jenny Hall discussing the racehorse as an 
athlete and it’s transition to a new career, using racehorses 
in training.

One of the star attractions was the popular educational 
company Horses Inside Out who staged a live painted hor-
se demonstration. Equine anatomist and sports therapist 
Gillian Higgins painted the musculoskeletal system of a for-
mer racehorse ,throughout the day, to highlight the physical 
changes in the transition from racehorse to riding horse.

In addition, there was an Ask The Experts Lounge where vi-
sitors had the opportunity to ask one-to-one questions and 
gather more tips and advice from all the experts.

Trade and information stands included British Dressage, Bri-
tish Eventing, British Showjumping, British Horse Society, and 
the RoR Source a Horse team and exhibition van was on-hand 

for visitors to find out more about buying and owning a former 
racehorse.

The culmination of the day was the RoR Grand Showcase fi-
nale featuring all of the day’s retrained horses including 2014 
Grand National winner Pineau De Re and former Royal Ascot 
winner Namibian.

Di Arbuthnot, RoR Chief Executive said: 
“The RoR Showcase was a fantastic day with a variety of 
expertise on offer and a non-stop schedule. It gave us all a 
forum to share ideas with one another, trainers, experts and 
owners. I hope everyone came away with something to ins-
pire them.”

Chris Hunnable puts the finishing touches to Singing Hinnie ahead 
of wife Katie’s Showing Masterclass at RoR Showcase
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Retraining of Racehorses has formally accredited ten rehoming 
centres. Each of the ten meets specific criteria and has passed 
an on-site inspection by the RoR Welfare Consultant and an 
official from the British Horseracing Authority.

A key pillar of the charity is providing for former rachorses that 
are deemed vulnerable. On average, around 100 horses a year 
enter RoR’s Vulnerable Horse Scheme to be cared for, rehabili-
tated and then rehomed.

Last year, we implemented procedures to formalise our relation-
ship with the centres that are selected to take in horses under 
the scheme. The centres receive funding from RoR for the care 
of vulnerable horses. The objective is to increase the transpar-
ency of the process by which centres are approved and to en-
hance standards.

To become a RoR Accredited Rehoming Centre, each operation 
must sign up to the charity’s Code of Practice and agree to terms 
for the funding of horses within the Vulnerable Horse Scheme. The 
premises of each centre are also subject to inspection.

The accreditation procedure involves an independent, third par-
ty, the British Horseracing Authority (BHA). The BHA provides 
experienced officials, (veterinary officers or stable inspectors) to 
assist the RoR Welfare Consultant in conducting inspections of 
the premises.

Centres are assessed on a range of criteria to ensure they met 
the standards expected of an Accredited Rehoming Centre. 
As well as ensuring the on-site facilities are of a high standard, 
such as stabling, exercise, schooling and turn-out areas, centres 
are also assessed on their staffing, veterinary care provisions, 
re-homing programme and administration as well as the overall 
sustainability of the operation. Variations in the size and scale of 
each operation are taken into account.

It is RoR’s intention that there remain a geographical spread of 
centres across the country, along with diversity in terms of what 
each centre has to offer.

Accreditation is renewed on an annual basis and each centre is 
provided with a kitemark to show that they have been formally 
approved as meeting the criteria required to receive funding for 
the rehabilitation, retraining and rehoming of vulnerable former 
racehorses.

The ten accredited rehoming centres are:

• Greatwood, Marlborough, Wiltshire

• HAPPA, Burnley Lancashire

• HEROS, Wantage, Oxfordshire

• Moorcroft, Slinfold, West Sussex

• New Beginnings, York, Yorkshire

• Peopleton Brook Farm, Old Sodbury, Gloucestershire

• Equine Management and Training, Stamford, Lincolnshire

• Monkdown House (Kylie Manser-Baines), Maidstone, Kent

• World Horse Welfare, Snetterton, Norfolk

• World Horse Welfare, Aberdeen, Scotland

Ten Rehoming Centres officially accredited by RoR
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Office 6, Penfold Building
Westfield Farm
East Garston
Berkshire
RG17 7HD

T: 01488 648998
E: info@ror.org.uk

Our Patrons and Ambassadors:

Getting involved Supporting RoR
For news of upcoming RoR events 
please visit our website www.ror.org.uk 
and click on the discipline you are 
particularly interested in. 

If you are considering buying or loaning 
a former racehorse then please visit our 
new Source a Horse website:  
www.sourceahorse.ror.org.uk or for 
any advice in finding your former 
racehorse a new home, call the helpline 
on 01488 648998.

Whilst RoR receives registration fees from RoR 
supporters, and funding from the racing industry, we 
are still very reliant on fundraising and donations in 
order to meet the daily operational costs. 

If you would like to support RoR and enable us to 
meet our welfare responsibilities and expand the 
level of activities we currently provide, then please 
visit our website and click on donate. Alternatively if 
you would like to send us a donation, please make a 
cheque out to Retraining of Racehorses and send it 
to our address as detailed above. Thank you. 

KEY EQUESTRIAN EVENTS FEATURING RoR ACTIVITIES.

Clare Balding OBE Sir Anthony McCoy Frankie Dettori MBE Richard Johnson

New Club Nights hailed a success for RoR members
In the summer of 2018, RoR launched Club Nights which are a 
new initiative within our education programme.

These informal events are designed to bring together RoR 
members either on foot or mounted, where they can meet oth-
er owners and benefit from a qualified instructor on site who 
can give advice or help with their former racehorse. 

Club Nights have been rolled out across the UK and one such 
example of the success of these nights, comes from the Scot-
tish Region.

Linda and Colin had two former racehorses registered with 
RoR but were nervous about getting involved.

They took the plunge and booked on to the September 
evening and came with very low expectations and really were 
not looking forward to it at all. Linda riding Solway Sam, who 
was trained by Lisa Harrison and Colin with Hotgrove Boy, 
trained by local trainer Stuart Coltherd.

It was a busy session with 5 in a group. Linda developed her 
confidence in a short period of time and Sam really settled in. 

Since the Club Night the pair have done some dressage and 
showing and are looking forward to the year ahead.

Guy Disney

4th April
Randox Grand National
Parade, Aintree

9th May
Royal International Horse Show, 
Windsor

23rd June
RoR Tattersalls Final, Al’Shir’aa 
Hickstead Derby Meeting 
17th July
RoR Polo Challenge, King Power Gold 
Cup, Cowdray

3rd - 5th August
RoR/NTF Eventing Final
Festival of British Eventing, Gatcombe

10th August
BS Championships, Stoneleigh

21st - 22nd August 
RoR Northern Dressage 
Championships, Aintree

23rd - 24th August
RoR Goffs UK National Championships,
Aintree

19th - 22nd September
RoR Southern Dressage 
Championships, Blenheim International 
Horse Trials 

5th October
RoR Scottish Dressage 
Championships, Rockrose EC

12th October
Newmarket Parade
27th October
Ri-Dry RoR Racing to Hunting Final, 
Aintree

RoR Club Nights introduced in 2018

@PatchddDolanPhotography
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